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For every hour which they spend in conveying ten
men on the river, twenty men must work to pro-
vide them with food and clothing. So long as
fortunes are unequal, and depend on individual
effort and enterprise, such losses may be localised
and obscured in a hundred different ways ; but the
moment all fortunes, as they would be under the
regime of socialism, were reduced to specific .
fractions of the aggregate product of the com-
munity, any decline in the efficiency of the labour
of any single group would result in a diminution of
the income of every member of all the others.
Wherever ten men were employed to do what
might have been done by nine, the contribution to
the general stock would be less by ten per cent
than it might have been. If ten men were em-
ployed in making chairs, which might have been

can produce no more than ten. Now, although this falling
off in production has occurred in one group only, the loss
which results from it is felt by the entire community. The
total output has sunk from sixty loaves to forty ; and the
members of the group which retains its old efficiency, no
less than those of the group which has lost so much of it,
have to be content, with a dividend, not of three loaves, but
two. Finally, let us suppose that, owing to a continued
deterioration in management, the ten men of whom the first
group is composed are able to produce daily, not ten loaves,
but only five. That is to say, the number of loaves which
they produce comes to no more than half of the minimum
they are obliged to eat. Here it is obvious that, unless one-
half of the population is to die, it can only be kept alive by
being given a supply of loaves which, in consequence of its
own inefficiency, must be taken out of the mouths of others.